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Tulsa’s Riverfront Park, TULSA, OK

Project Description
GATHERING PLACE is a world class riverfront park along the scenic Arkansas River that was 
designed to welcome all Tulsans to a vibrant and inclusive space that engages, educates and 
excites!  The extraordinary transformation of nearly 100 acres of Tulsa’s iconic waterfront into 
a dynamic, interactive environment was the dream of the George Kaiser Family Foundation. 
The 66-acre park, which is open to the public for free, includes playgrounds, gardens, a skate 
park, a BMX track, a concert venue and a number of restaurants. It also hosts a variety of 
public programming, from Zumba classes to family nature walks, furnished by a $100 million 
endowment. The Foundation’s dream became a reality when it broke ground in 2014 and 
now provides Tulsa residents and visitors with a welcoming, natural space where members of 
diverse communities can come together to explore, learn and play.

The richly imagined landscape was inspired in part by local limestone 
cliffs, in which a child can encounter a 22-foot-tall Great Blue Heron with a 
slide between her wings — one of more than 160 inventive play structures 
secreted among its groves, glades, vales and prairie-flowered hillocks.

Project Details
Lighting Design 
Domingo Gonzalez 
Associates (DGA)

Landscape Architect 
Michael Van 
Valkenburgh 
Associates

Photography 
Mel Willis Co.

Gathering Place
CASE STUDY
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The dream of a space required detailed coordination 
between Landscape Architects – Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates and a dedicated team of Lighting Designers 
at Domingo Gonzalez Associates (DGA).  The landscape 
design rooted the waterfront park in the geology of 
the region and with prioritized accessibility to be ADA- 
compliant as well as provide special desensitization areas 
for individuals on the autism spectrum.  The architectural 
landscape lighting design scope for Domingo Gonzales 
Associates (DGA) included nature paths, paved paths, the 
Peoria Avenue connection, sculpture walk, land bridge, 
children’s discovery bridge, adventure island, tunnels, wood 
poles, outdoor event area, playground, climbing structures, 
boat dock area, boardwalks, gardens, fields, lawns, and 
beach. In addition, the DGA lighting designs accent 
Public Service Company buildings and tanks – prominent 
landmarks along the park’s riverfront.
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The architectural landscape lighting design scope for Domingo Gonzales 
Associates (DGA) included nature paths, paved paths, the Peoria Avenue 
connection, sculpture walk, land bridge, children’s discovery bridge, adventure 
island, tunnels, wood poles, outdoor event area, playground, climbing 
structures, boat dock area, boardwalks, gardens, fields, lawns, and beach. In 
addition, the DGA lighting designs accent Public Service Company buildings 
and tanks – prominent landmarks along the park’s riverfront.
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The paved paths are illuminated with a modern professional high intensity LED floodlight projector, PYROS, 
mounted at various heights to illuminate the paths of egress and yet not interfere with the natural setting.  
The PYROS projector was designed for high intensity floodlight applications in both 43W and 55W and a 
choice of 3000K – 4000K color temperatures.

PYROS

Lighting the Way

Dramatic stone outcroppings, similar to those found naturally 
in eastern Oklahoma, can be found throughout the park 
forming grottoes, misty waterfalls and, at one entrance, a 
canyon-like series of stacked stone limestone walls.
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PYROS

Accessories 
deliver multiple 
options for 
distribution
The PYROS features a variety of 
optical accessories such as an 
adjustable stainless steel asymmetric 
screen that permits the shielding of 
the light beam with wide beam optics. 
The screen was used extensively 
throughout the project to direct light 
where it was needed on pathways and 
pedestrian areas.

Asymmetric Screen

Chromatic Filter
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Fast Facts
• Gathering Place was 

voted USA Today’s Best 
New Attraction of 2019

• Gathering Place is funded 
by a combination of 
more than 80 corporate 
and philanthropic 
organizations.

• Construction began in 
September 2014 and 
Phase I (66.5 acres) 
opened in September 
2018.

• Renowned landscape 
architect firm Michael Van 
Valkenburgh Associates 
designed the unique 
Park with input from the 
community.

• When Phase II and III are 
completed, the footprint 
of Gathering Place will be 
100 acres.

Source:

USEFUL LINK

Named in TIME 
Magazine’s Greatest 
Places of 2019

https://targettiusa.net/duralamp/duratape/
https://time.com/collection/worlds-greatest-places-2019/5654149/the-gathering-place-tulsa-oklahoma/
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PICOS PYROS 
Remote

NANO PYROS COMPACT 
Remote

PYCOS PYROS 
Integral

NANO PYROS 
Compact

NANO PYROS

PYROS

PYROS Series
Ideal for illuminating façades, landscapes and 
architectural details, the PYROS family of outdoor 
floodlights features three sizes from small to large 
– PICO PYROS, NANO PYROS and PYROS. Each 
fixture incorporates sophisticated precision optics, 
ranging from 140° to 180° vertical adjustment 
depending on the fixture, and a mechanical 
locking system to ensure aiming stability. The 
adjustable base can be installed directly to 
the mounting surface for different architectural 
applications. The PICO PYROS features a +/- 45° 
horizontal adjustability range and the NANO 
PYROS and PYROS can rotate up to 360 degrees 
for ultimate control and flexibility.

• 8” x 10”
• Integral 0-10V Dimmable Driver
• 43W / 55W
• 3000K / 4000K
• SP / FL
• 140° vertical adjustment
• Ferrite Grey / Heritage Brown / 

Bronze RAL8019 / White Textured / 
Black Textured / Sandstone Grey

• Integral 0-10V Dimmable Driver
• Universal Voltage 120-277V AC 50/60Hz

PYROS

USEFUL LINK PYROS

https://targettiusa.net/outdoor/pyros/
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